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Crawford turned, upon that Inauguration Day, to other Democratic
leaders with whom Seward had been conferring intimately through
several weeks in the belief he could avert civil war. The new Secretary
of State was firmly convinced that if bloodshed could be avoided the
South, after certain negotiations, might return. To this end, he was
willing to surrender Sumter. He was also under the delusion that he
was the only strong man likely to be in the Lincoln administration. He
was working through two Democratic colleagues, Gwin and Hunter.
Through Gwin he was endeavoring to persuade President Davis that
the new administration would be for peace. Gwin had written such
an opinion to Davis several days prior to March 4 but became less sure
on the eve of inauguration and was inclined to warn Davis. However,
Seward persuaded him that his fears were groundless, and Gwin tele-
graphed Davis March 2 that the inaugural would be "pacific, followed
by conciliatory policy." Davis had probably talked with Crawford
about his earlier communication from Gwin. At any rate Gwin would
be the one through whom to approach Seward.9
The Virginia influence also might be effective through Seward, for
he had been very close to certain of the Virginia leaders during the
past two months and at this point was cooperating with Hunter* This
intimacy was in part due to Seward's personal needs. He was just
emerging somewhat battered from a fight which his friends had made
and lost to keep Chase, the radical, out of the cabinet. So battered was
he that he had told Lincoln at the final minute that he could not serve as
Secretary of State. Lincoln had persuaded him, but until the last moment
he feared he might be rejected if the radical Republicans opposed him
en bloc, and if they were joined by the Democrats. So, it was reported
he had come to an understanding with Hunter. He assured this Demo-
crat that no reenforcements would be sent to Sumter and promised to
send such a message to the Virginia convention the day after he became
Secretary of State. Crawford naturally turned to Hunter, then, as well
as to Gwin, for avenues to Seward.10
Ill
Thus the events of that Inauguration Day unrolled themselves, and
they were to be the backdrop before which the special session of the